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2020 Rear Vision
On behalf of the FRA Committee, I am pleased to provide the Chair’s Report for 2019/2020
in a year that should have been! It is difficult to remember our Annual General Meeting last
year and our celebratory 50th year event in September given the impact of the pandemic on
our world! At the local level we have been affected personally and collectively, and there is
no doubt that the impact will linger for some time to come as we find new pathways and
responses to a post-pandemic environment.
The challenge, but importantly the opportunity, will be to build new futures based on our
collective experience, recognising the probability of other stresses on and shocks to our
community in the future. We will need 2020 vision as we consider future pathways for a
liveable and sustainable City.
The work of the FRA over the past 12 months has positioned the Association to respond to
the range of issues and interests as our members tell us of. We can be confident that with
increased membership and participation on our Committee and in the activities and projects
that we undertake we can continue to be an effective organisation for our suburb, our City
and metropolitan Melbourne.
Communication and engagement with members and friends are high priorities of the
Association. Our website is currently being re-designed to assist us in providing detailed
information on our projects, activities and submissions along with our bulletin, ‘FitzTalk’,
regular Facebook and the face-to-face and on-line forums that we are planning to deliver in
2021. In December 2020 we will launch our newly designed website with features that will
allow for improved access to the information and activities that the FRA has to offer its
members and friends. Jean Darling and Erin Tidswell, Committee members, have been
working on improvements to the website.
The Annual Report sets out the activities that we have taken on over the past 12 months in
difficult and needy times. It aims also to communicate to our members and friends and to
wider community networks our agenda and vision for the suburb and the City.
The result of Council elections recently held will frame our approach to our new Council as
we build working relationships with councillors and the City’s administration. We look forward
to collaborative and co-operative approaches to the issues and interests that will deliver
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better services, improved communications, targeted and tangible strategies and plans. We
need an active and informed Council on the many issues and opportunities that will confront
us.
The history of the Fitzroy Residents Association, formally established on 7 November 1969,
and in response to the planned large-scale demolition of Fitzroy and North Fitzroy by the
state government remains relevant as we face private developers that seem to sometimes
seek to profit from rather than protect and build our suburb for the future. In the 1970s the
FRA sought to maintain and renew our 19th century housing and associated architecture of
Melbourne’s first suburb. It also sought to reform the Fitzroy City Council and build
community-based services and seek policies and plans that were responsive to community
needs and interests.
The objective of the FRA is much as it was: to keep Fitzroy liveable and sustainable. Today
we add ‘equitable’ ensuring that residents across a diverse demographic are provided with
the support and services they require including social and affordable housing, and jobs. Our
mission statement is to promote, protect and enhance residential amenity. Our areas of
interest include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

protect Fitzroy’s heritage buildings and unique character
maintain a balance between residential and commercial interests
ensure safety in our residential neighbourhoods, and limiting noise levels from late
trading nightclubs, bars and entertainment venues
reduce the impact of traffic on residential streets
support residents on local issues and amenities
contribute to the planning policies and decisions undertaken by the Yarra City
Council and the State Government

The FRA priorities reflect members interests and concerns:
• Heritage Protection and Conservation
• Planning and Advocacy
• City Strategy, Policy and Guidelines
• Homelessness and Social Issues
• Climate Action
• Participation
At Council

FRA members attended many Council meetings pre-pandemic and presented and/or
submitted responses to over ten items of Council business. The FRA also put forward a
number of questions to the Council.
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City of Yarra Budget Response 2020/21
The City of Yarra’s annual budget process is an opportunity to provide input on projects and
activities that respond to key issues and the interests of residents and the community more
broadly. In this year’s budget response, we highlighted the need to provide funding and
resources to ensure the implementation of the Brunswick Street Streetscape Master Plan,
the Yarra Climate Emergency Plan, Yarra’s Heritage Strategy and Yarra’s Open Space
Strategy. We called on the City Council to look forward to a post-COVID-19 time when we
would need to move from surviving to thriving. We believe that investment in community
infrastructure to benefit our social, environmental and economic well-being will provide the
resilience to cope with future stresses and shocks.
Plans, Policies and Strategies
The FRA has welcomed the many initiatives proposed by the Yarra City Council in the last
year. Whilst our recommendations to improve or expand the City’s approach were not all
taken on board, we view our contribution as important to the development of local public
policy. The participation of local organisations and individuals in local decision-making
informs and strengthens the level of government closest to the people. The FRA has
responded to over ten policies, strategies and plans proposed by the Yarra City Council over
the past 12 months and with key members responded to a major Heritage Victoria review.
These activities include:
•

Climate Emergency Plan
In its submission the FRA supported the need and actions described in the Climate
Emergency Plan. We recommended additional funding for community engagement,
targets and timelines for achieving 100% renewables, mandatory environmental
standards for residential and commercial buildings, and an internal Climate Emergency
Unit to ensure alignment of Council policies and departments.

•

Open Space Strategy
The FRA submission called on the City Council to expand its strategy to include public
open space rather than only parks and gardens. This would enable Fitzroy — which has
minimal open space and is unlikely to acquire additional open space — to look to
laneways, street-space, urban spaces between buildings, school and educational facility
grounds as part of the Strategy.

•

Graffiti Management Framework: 2019 – 2022

Graffiti and tagging are of major concern to residents and business owners. While we are
a suburb known for street art, the tagging across our major activity centres and on
heritage buildings is in need of a strategic and managed approach. Brad Reynolds,
Committee member has worked with the City administration in support of a Graffiti
Management Framework as a first step in achieving an improvement to the amenity and
appearance of our residential and activity centre streets.
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•

Community Engagement Policy and Action Plan: 2020 – 2024
The FRA submission highlighted the need to identify participatory decision-making in its
Policy and include in its Action Plan tangible and accessible means to achieve this
through community advisory boards, neighbourhood committees, community budgeting
and citizen juries.
We therefore proposed the following preface to the Policy – “The Yarra City Council is
committed to community-based governance and will seek opportunities for participatory
and deliberative democracy. The Yarra City Council recognizes the need to refresh its
political legitimacy and to ensure managerial competence in all aspects of its work”.

•

Draft LGBTIQ+ Strategy 2020 – 2024
The FRA sought the opportunity to rebalance funding priorities, bolster cases to leverage
other funding sources and improve knowledge of the LGBTIQ+ residential population.
We also called on the Council to investigate options for creating an LGBTIQ+ Arts and
History Museum. We also called for Rainbow Training courses for those funded through
Yarra Council in health, aged-care and family facilities.

•

World Heritage Exhibition Buildings & Carlton Gardens: Heritage Management
Plan
The FRA welcomed the invitation to contribute to the consultation conducted by Heritage
Victoria and supported the discussion paper produced by Hansen Partnership Pty Ltd in
partnership with HLCD Pty Ltd. The FRA’s comments included the need for a new
statutory authority for planning controls as well as guidelines, standards and coordination
of works. We also confirmed our view that public and health-related land use next to the
Carlton Gardens should be managed within the WHEA and the need for the City of Yarra
to strengthen the heritage aspects of the DDO for West Fitzroy.

•

Homelessness Strategy
Ending homelessness is one of the high priorities for the FRA, and therefore the need for
social and affordable housing to provide shelter and prevent residents having to leave
our suburb and City. It is essential that new residential developments include social and
affordable housing if we are to achieve an equitable and just society.

•

Brunswick Street Streetscape Master Plan

Brunswick Street is an iconic street for our suburb, the City and the wider metropolitan
region. There is a need to fund and implement the Plan especially in view of the
pandemic and its affect on the businesses that are an integral part of our suburb’s
culture, social and economic life. We need to work to ensure its revitalisation in the short
and longer term through interventions to re-create a street for trading and public use and
access.
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We called on the City Council to access loan funds to implement the Plan as a matter of
urgency and to consider how the street can become an activity centre with a diverse
range of retail, cafes, bars and restaurants plus provide shopfront and shoptop space for
creative businesses.
•

Heritage Strategy: 2019 – 2030

The FRA argued that budget allocations for defined resources were required to
implement the strategy in addition to incentives to conserve and penalties to address
neglect in relation to built-form heritage properties within Yarra. Due to COVID-19 the
resources required in the FY21 budget to keep on track with the Strategy were not
allocated. Greg Chenhall, Deputy Chair, was appointed to the Yarra City Council’s
Heritage Advisory Committee in 2020.
•

Response to Local Government Changes: 2019
The FRA was not supportive of the changes in the Local Government Act, 2019 and
expressed the view that some of the changes compromised the democratic role of local
government and its accountability to its electors. We were especially opposed to the
requirement for the City of Yarra to move to single member Wards in 2024.

•

Social and Affordable Housing Strategy: 2019
The FRA welcomed the City Council’s Social and Affordable Housing Strategy to ‘ensure
a diverse population by increasing the supply of affordable housing suitable to
households at various income levels’. The FRA believes that a partnership involving
accredited housing associations, housing providers and developers on significant sites is
needed.
We support the City’s aim to have 10% of dwellings defined as affordable on sites up to
10 dwellings and 20% on developments with over 10 dwellings. This would go some way
to ensuring a diverse community. We also supported the City’s advocacy for inclusionary
zoning in the Planning Scheme.

Planning

Planning of our City’s future is of major interest and at times of concern to the FRA. The FRA
seeks to preserve the historic character of our buildings and streetscapes and ensure that
both residential and commercial developments respect our heritage and sense of place and
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provide good architectural and urban design solutions, along with a high level of
Environmental and Sustainable Development performance.
Submissions are currently being prepared in response to the C269 Amendment to the Yarra
Planning Scheme. The FRA will also respond to the C270 Amendment, the Brunswick and
Smith Street Activity Centre Design Development Overlay (DDO) and exhibition of the West
Fitzroy DDO in December this year. The FRA supported the Queens Parade, Fitzroy North
DDO that provides heritage protection of its significant streetscape.
FRA Submissions to Planning Applications to the Yarra City Council and VCAT have
included:
•

84 - 104 Johnston Street, Fitzroy

‘Godzilla on Johnston’ is the 11 storey building, 77 apartments and 66 car park spaces with
2 commercial tenancies proposed for this site. The development was refused a permit by the
Yarra City Council and became the subject of a 5-day VCAT Hearing in September. The
FRA was a party to the Hearing and called on the Tribunal to refuse the development in its
current form due to its excessive height and bulk, failure to meet the requirements of the
South Fitzroy Heritage Overlay (HO334) as well as its poor environmental performance and
traffic impact.
• 223-229 Johnston & 369 Gore Streets, Fitzroy
The FRA has objected to the proposed development that will be the subject of a VCAT
Hearing in February 2021. It is a 12 storey building with 113 apartments, 159 car park
spaces with 2 commercial tenancies. Its height and bulk would overshadow both Johnston
and Gore streets. The traffic generated by the 3 level car park would have a negative impact
on the neighbourhood. The building fails to meet Environmental and Sustainable
Development design objectives, passive living, energy and water efficiency standards.
• 592 – 622 Smith Street & 2 - 12 Alexander Parade, Fitzroy
The FRA has objected to the proposed development on the grounds of height, bulk, heritage
protection, overlooking, noise, privatisation of a laneway, excessive traffic and lack of
affordable housing.
• 26-56 Queens Parade, North Fitzroy
The FRA has objected to an amendment to a Planning Permit approved by VCAT that
would have a detrimental impact on the neighbourhood character of North Fitzroy. The
additional 50 apartments proposed would increase the density of the development and the
internal residential amenity is lacking in sunlight at the lower levels. The proposed
amendment is currently before VCAT with a Hearing scheduled for February 2021.
• 14 Brunswick Street & 81 – 89 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy
The FRA has objected to this proposed development by the Australian Catholic University.
The proposal is for a 12 storey building that is contrary to State Planning Policy, Yarra’s
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Heritage Overlay and would impact detrimentally on the iconic gateway to Brunswick Street,
Fitzroy. The application was refused by the Yarra City Council.
The FRA Committee welcomes and supports the role of individual members who along with
their neighbours take on developments that impact on their residential amenity and more
broadly Fitzroy’s liveability and sustainability.
While we welcome more housing, especially social and affordable housing, we are
concerned that a number of developments do not reflect the heritage and streetscape values
of our suburb, generate excessive traffic, underperform on environmental standards and do
not provide internal amenity for residents. The following planning applications were taken up
by FRA Members and Friends:
•
•
•
•
•

35 Rose Street, Fitzroy
82 Westgarth Street, Fitzroy
16 Napier Street, Fitzroy
88 Kerr Street, Fitzroy
St Vincent’s Hospital, Fitzroy

Plan FRA 2020 – 2024

The decision of the FRA Committee to develop a strategic action plan for the next 4 years
(the term of the newly elected Council) is aimed at informing and ensuring that the priorities
of the Association can be tracked and reported on to the membership and the community.
Plan FRA 2020-2024 has 3 overarching strategies:
Longevity
•
•

Continue to engage the community and build the Association’s membership base
Communications

Influence
•
•
•

Council Elections
Building connections across Yarra and metropolitan Melbourne
Planning and Strategic Issues

Reporting
•
•
•
•

FitzTalk
Facebook
FRA website
Face to face and / or on line meetings and forums
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FRA Membership
The strength of our first level of democratic government, local government, is to build
community participation, place making and local decision-making. The role of the FRA, as
indeed for other community organisations, is to engage with Council on priority needs and
interests and so better inform councillors and provide opportunities for discussion and
debate on how to achieve priority outcomes to benefit the City and its residents.
The FRA is a membership association open to all residents, former residents and friends of
Fitzroy who are committed to the objectives of the Association. Sue Wheatley, Committee
Treasurer & Memberships, has implemented processes to facilitate an increasing
membership.
FRA Committee Membership 2019 – 2020

Martin Brennan, Chair & Secretary
Greg Chenhall, Deputy Chair
Sue Wheatley - Treasurer
Erin Tidswell - Member
Jean Darling - Member
Brad Reynolds - Member
Acknowledgements:
•
•
•

The Union Club Hotel, 164 Gore Street Fitzroy has provided a venue for FRA
Committee meetings.
Michael Glynatsis, Aegean Restaurant, has hosted FRA functions and events.
Helen Wilding, artist, has allowed us to use her sketches of Fitzroy in our social
media and publications.
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